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development in acquiring evaluative adjectives is observed after the age of two, with balanced development across
five evaluation types emerging after the age of four. Secondly, children’s acquisition of evaluative adjectives
follows a basic sequence from simple to complex, transitioning mainly from monosyllabic to disyllabic words, from
unmodified to modified forms, and from focusing on single characteristic to comprehensive ones, accompanied by a
notable improvement in evaluation accuracy. Thirdly, the types of evaluations acquired by children shift from being
dominated by sensory evaluations to moral evaluations, marking a significant increase in the diversity of evaluation
types, as well as an expansion of the evaluation scope from external perceptions to internal qualities. Fourthly, with
“good” and “bad” serving as the prototypes for positive and negative evaluations, respectively, the development
of children’s positive and negative evaluation resources is demonstrated as radiating outward from a central point.
Fifthly, evaluation criteria evolve from reliance on subjective perception to a preliminary state of objectivity,
influenced by both internal psychological factors and external social interactions. This research refines and deepens
the study of children’s evaluative expressions and provides theoretical insights for the pragmatic development of
children.

Keywords: Early Childhood, Positive and Negative Evaluation, Evaluation Type, Evaluation Criteria,

Pragmatic Development
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The Evolution of fu (%) and cha (%%): Tracing the Form, Sound and Meaning of Tea
ZHANG Yongmei

Abstract: During the Shijing (WF4:, The Book of Songs) , only the character tu (%%) existed, pronounced
*da, and it did not carry the meaning of tea. By the Western Han Dynasty, 7u had acquired both the meaning of
tea and a new pronunciation, *dea. Concurrently, the character cha (4%) emerged in literature, differentiated from
tu but sharing the pronunciation *dea. In this early phase, tu and cha were used interchangeably to denote tea.
Since cha appeared relatively late, it was not included in early philological works such as Shuowen jiezi (15 Cfi#
7). During the Sui and Tang dynasties, fu and cha continued to be used interchangeably for tea. However, mid-
Tang Buddhist texts reveal a gradual loss of the pronunciation associated with zu. By the mid-Tang period, cha,
with its sole pronunciation and meaning, gradually replaced tu, which was characterized multiple pronunciations
and meanings, in the denotation of tea. Despite this, cha was still regarded as a nonstandard character in the Song
dynasty, according to official dictionaries. By the end of the Ming Dynasty, fu had completely lost its tea-related
meaning and pronunciation of ma-rhyme, marking the final separation of the sounds and meanings of fu and cha.

Keywords: Tu (%%), Cha (%%), Meaning of Tea, Word Form, Sound
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