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The Three Evolutions of Guoyin (&) and a Strong Comeback of Jingyin GZ &)
WANG Jichao

Abstract: At the end of the Qing dynasty, Wang Zhao’s Guanhua Hesheng Zimu (‘B 156 75 7-+F) ‘Chinese
Mandarin Alphabets’ was recognized by authorities. The Ministry of Education adopted Japan’s policy of
“the standard language”, and issued a decree to take jingyin ‘Beijing dialect pronunciation’ as “the standard
pronunciation”. In 1913, the Pronunciation Unification Association re-defined the standard, based on what was
proposed by the rthyming dictionary school, of which Zhang Taiyan’s students were representatives. It was decided
that guoyin ‘the national pronunciation’ should be “the common pronunciation voted and concurred by the whole
nation”. In 1918, Hu Shi proposed “the national language of literature” from the perspective of learning and teaching,
and in 1919, the National Language Unification Preparatory Meeting (NLUPM) revised the Guoyin Zidian (|E¥
“F-4iL), and decided to take Beijing Mandarin pronunciation as guoyin. In 1920, Zhang Shiyi criticized the former
two versions of guoyu ‘the national language’ as a “mixed language” that did not show a unified standard, so he
suggested that Beijing dialect should be as standard language. In 1924, the NLUPM decided to revise Guoyin Zidian
again, and pulished it in 1932 with a new title Guoyin Changyong Zihui (¥ H HF-L). After the three evolutions,
Jjingyin returned to the throne of guoyin, and the whole process of language policy planning developed step by step
from “political wish” to practical use.

Keywords: standard language, guoyin, three evolutions, jingyin, comeback
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