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A Review of Studies on Vocabulary of Chinese Dialects since the New Era
XING Xiangdong ZHUANG Jia

Abstract: Since the new era, the investigation and research on vocabulary of Chinese dialects have developed
significantly in some aspects, including compilation of large-scale dialect dictionaries, description and investigation
of dialect vocabularies in certain locations, areas, and types, comparative studies of dialect vocabularies and
characteristic vocabularies, investigations on the original characters and words as well as historical layers of dialect
vocabularies, historical and textual studies of dialect vocabularies, studies combined with cultural linguistics,
language contact studies and geographical linguistics, and especially studies of dialectic vocabulary and folk culture
studies in the project of linguistic resource preservation. Such studies achieved a lot, and some notable features
and focuses have been formed. In the new context, however, the depth and width, the exploration of theory and
methodology, and the exploration of research paradigms still needs improvement and enhancement. Only through
these improvements could the research on vocabulary of Chinese dialects contribute more to the construction of three
systems of Chinese dialectology and lexicology with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: new era, Chinese dialect, vocabulary research, review
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