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On the Author of Zhaohun and its Artistic Creation
Chang Sen

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Zhaohun( {838, Calling Back the Spirit of the Dead) was a famous poem from the Songs of Chu
({#E#Y). During the Han Dynasty, some scholars said its author was Qu Yuan (JRJi), while the others
said it was Song Yu (K% ) who wrote it. And since the Han Dynasty, there have been many different views
about whom the necromancy had applied for. Having no attempt to make comments on all these opinions, this
article is intended to present evidence on the author’s own point of view. More specifically, it outlines the
behaviors and experiences which are typical of the object the necromancy applied for, and analyses the account
of the necromancy applied in Zhaohun, together with its narrative perspective. Hence, this article confirms
that it was Qu Yuan who created Zhaohun, and his description of the necromancy is only a wonderful symbol.
Key words: Zhaohun ({3B# ), Calling Back the Spirit of the Dead) , Qu Yuan (JEJ5), Song Yu (%),
self-calling

(RftHmEB € =)

O MBPRIXALAECHER, SRFTRABBRFRALELR) (LT AEFHI201L £55 ¥,



