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Collections of Yuchu-Style Short Stories by Chinese Writers
in the Meiji Period of Japan

SUN Hutang

Abstract: Shortly after its publication in China in the early eighteenth century, Yuchu Xin Zhi was
introduced to Japan and immediately gained popularity among the Japanese literati. During the next
century, it became a classic in Sinology. In the Meiji period of Japan, collections of short stories
appeared under the influence of Yuchu Xin Zhi from the period of Edo. This essay studies The New
Records of Yuchu Xin Zhi by Sankei Kikuchi and The New Records of Yuchu Xin Zhi in the Present
Dynasty by Motohiro Kondo, focusing on the form of organization, leitmotiv of writing, creative methods,
literary styles, and so on.

Key words: the Meiji period of Japan, Yuchu style, collection of short stories by Chinese writers
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