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ABSTRACTS OF MAJOR ARTICLES
Ma Yuan’s Tragedy and Emperor Guang Wu of the Eastern Han

Dynasty by zhu zongbin

Ma Yuan was a loyal Eastern Han general with meritorious service. Yet during
the campaign against the barbarian tribes of Wuling, he was framed up and wrong-
fully condemned. Soon after his death, his family was deprived of the ducal seal of
Xinxi, and his wife was imprisoned. It seems that he was victim of his personal en-
emies but in fact, his death was caused by Emperor Guang Wu’s suspicion and narrow-
mindedness.Ma Yuan’s tragedy lies in the fact that his ideal of being a loyal subject
and his heroic deeds in defending the frontiers were both circumscribed by the specific
historical conditions. In this article, the author makes a detailed analysis of Emperor
Guang Wu’s suspicious mind.

On the Formation and Function of the Hierarchical System

in the SOl‘lg Dynasty by Deng Xiaonan

Hierarchy played a special role in the selection of officials during the Song
Dynasty. As the main content of “qualifications,”hierarchy formed the criterion for
new official assignments and commissions. The hierarchical system, developed from
the selection systems of the previous dynasties, consists of two aspects. a sequence
arranged according to the importance of the official positions; and the respective
terms in office. The system had been maintained throughout the Song Dynasty, with
the appointment of officials revolving around this hierarchical axis, which functioned
as a means of adjustment and of restriction.

Thirteenth-and Fourteenth-Century Ruins of Tibetan Buddhism
in the Zhangye River Valley _ by Su Bai

This article explores the thirteenth— and fourteenth-century ruins of Tibetan Bu-
ddhism in the Zhangye River Valley. They are; 1) The ruins of the Yuan Dynasty
city of Yijinai (the present Ejina Banner of Inner Mongolia) in the lower reaches of
the Zhangye River Valley and the surrounding ruins; 2) The ruins of Ma Ti Si Temple
in southern Gansu which is in the upper reaches of the Zhangye River. With reference
to the ruins of Ming Dynasty Tibetan Buddhism, the author puts forward a hypothe-
sis about the origins of certain Tibetan Buddhist temples in the regions of Gansu and
Qinghai before the spreading of the‘dge-lugs~pa’ order.

The Drafting and Implementation of National Budgets in
Early Tang Period by Li Jinxiu

The drafting and implementation of national budgets were major events in the

127



