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Research on the Approach and Thought of Max Weber’ s

The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism

YE Jing-yi
( School of Ewnomics , Pdiing Uniwersity, 100871, China)

Abstract Max Weber contribules indispensably to the research on capitalism with his famous
book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit ¢ Capitalism. T his article is in an attempt o provide
a new understanding of the approach used by Max Weber in studying the relationship betw een the
Protestanl ethic and the spirit of capitalism; the emphasis is on the philosophy of bounden duty
based on the Protestant ethic and its relations with a) free labor, b) surplus being converted to
capital investment and ¢) the creation of technology. In addition, the essential role played by the
dissemination of Protestantism in educating workers is also discussed.
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