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New Interpretation of “Yi Hua”

ZHU Liang-zhi

( Department of philosophy , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Tao Chi’s "Yi Hua” is an important conception formed under the influence of Zen. It is the highest law,

non — obligatory law. The core of Shi Tao’s Yi Hua theory is to bring into full play the painter’s creativity, which

is the showing of self — nature. Only by wu can this creative inspiration be fully aroused. It is no less than a method

of sharing the object, a creation principle, a creation mental state, and even a world of life. It comprehensively

mirrors Tao — Chi’ s general view in painting methodology. Yi Hua is a unique painting conception created by Shi

Tao, and it is the central concept of his theoretical system of painting.

Key words: Tao-Chi; Yi Hua; no-law; Zen; creativity
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