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The Humanistic Tradition in the West and Marx’ Treatment of Human Beings

as the Foundation of All Values
ZHAO Dun-hua

( Department of Philosophy , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The author analyzes the humanistic tradition on three different levels: epistemology, ontology and

axiology, and regards the contemporary western philosophy as the embodiment of the axiological humanism. Marx

inherited and reformed the humanistic tradition through criticisms of the old materialism. His treatment of humans as

the foundation of all values prevails his whole theory of historical materialism and political economics as a guiding

principle and the criterion of value judgment.

Key words: humanism; human Beings as the foundation of all values; axiology; histrical materialism; theory of

alienation

(RERS® WK



