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EXE S

A Review of the Modern Literary Studies in the 1980s from
the Perspective of the Disciplinary History

WEN Ru-min
( Department of Chinese and Literature , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the 1980s, modem Chinese literature was a glamour field in humanities, which had made a good
harvest. This paper makes, from the viewpoint of disciplinary history, a review of its reassessment and
resuscitation, trends and intellectual schools, methodology and theory “craze”, debates on the limits and phases of
this discipline, as well as some important phenomena in various stages of “Rewriting Literary History” Movement,
discussing for what those academic irends sprung. This paper traces the process of modem literary research from a
prized catch to common disciplinary construction, and retrospects the gains and losses of the discipline in question.
Key words: Modem Chinese Literature; Disciplinary History; Academic Trends; Writing of Literary History
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