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Modernity of the Fourth Generation Film Directors
CHEN Xu-guang

( Department of Art Studies, Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The fourth generation of film directors has been approached in this paper from the perspective of moderni-
ty. These directors are idealists and romanticists. Their films, sentimental and melancholy, based primarily on the
life of the countryside, cultivate a poeticized idealism and a feeling of pure aesthetics. Conflicts between city civili-
zation and country culture, between the pursuit of modernity and moral idealism are also well presented in their
films. These characteristics can be known as a prophetic critique of modemity. A study of the fourth generation film
directors will help maintain a tension and balance in the discourse of modemity and actuate a poly-healthy develop-
ment of both man and society .

Key words: Modemity; aesthetic modemity; social modernity; fourth generation film directors
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