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On the “Six Sets of Crown and Robe” System in Zhou Li during the

Middle Age of China
YAN Bu-ke

( Department of History , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The classic work, Zhou Li (Rites of Zhou), has recorded the “Six Sets of Crown and Robe” system
which symbolizes the hierarchical relationship between the Chinese emperor and his vassals and officials. It was the
Xin emperor who started to dress in ancient crown and robe at ritual ceremonies. From then on, the system of
dressing in ancient crown and robe evolved over a long period of the Middle Age in China. The factors in the system
that were likely to cause some changes were always associated with the worship attitude towards the Confucian
classics, the wish of “Return to the Ancients”, the need to dignify the emperor, or, some other practical needs of
the emperor’s ruling. One can observe, in the rise and fall of the “six sets of crown and robe” system in the empire
of China, the dynamic relationship between politic and culture, and between tradition and reality.

Key words: crown and robe; “Six Sets of Crown and Robe”; “Return to the Ancients”; the need to dignify the

emperor
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