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Poetry of Anger and Desolation: on Gu Zhen-li Lyrics
ZHAO Xue-pei

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature , Capital Normal University , Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Gu Zhen-li was an female lyrics (Ci) composer known for her standoffish pride and outstanding literary
talent. Her haughty personality, frequently afflicted with an unhappy marriage, is believed to be mainly responsible
for the melancholic resentment that pervades her lyrics. In Gu Zhenli’ s works, as a result, meaning often outweighs
mood, and openness and force are occasionally complemented by plaintive lachrymosity and delicacy of diction. Gu
attained a high level of success in both the content and artistic style of her poetry.
Key words: Gu Zhen-1i’s Lyrics; standoffish pride; poetic style
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