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Adoption of the Tang legend Li Hun Ji in Japanese Zen Buddhism
ZHOU Yi-liang

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: In the Edo Period there is a story “the Benefit from Guanyin” carried in Shobutu Kann Kenk sho ( a
Japnese book about Benefits from the Buddhisattvas), a collection of Buddhist stories. The plots and narrative
structures of the story imitates those in Chinese Tang legend Li Hun Ji, which have various editions in China. The
author of the Shobutu Kanné Kenkésho and other Japanese Zen Buddhists acquired the knowledge largely from the
distribution of the Zen sect’s book “Wu Men Guan” . Yet the forces that made the book well accepted by the Zen
Buddhists are from the annotated books, “Mumonkan-shé” .

Key words: Tang legend Li Hun Ji; Zen Buddhists; Wu Men Guan; Tai Ping Guang Ji; adoption
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