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Why Cao Cao was in the Third Level in Zhong Rong’s Shi Pin

Qu Jingyi
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University , BeiJing 100871, China)

Abstract: As the chief leader and representative of the Jian’ an(B % ) literary, Cao Cao (& #) has been highly

estimated for his achievement in literature. However, his poems was ranked the third lever in Zhong Rong’ s Shi Pin

and caused debates among critics. In this article, the author concluded it as below: Zhong emphasized on Dancai
(#+3K ) more than Fengli (X, /) while the poems of Cao are not up to the standard. Zhong discussed only the five-

word poem ( 7L F KF ) while Cao’ s excellence poems were the four-word poem. Zhong talked over poems that were

not aimed for singing and written by poets while Cao’ s poems were Hanyin (IX % ). Zhong paid attention to the

literature works while later generations mainly recognized Cao as a famous statesman and strategist who wrote at his

spare time. The critics who object Zhong’ s evaluation on Cao are definitely in the minority. It provides the

counterevidence that Zhong’s comments are approbated by later critics.

Key words: Cao Cao; Shi Pin; five-word poem; literary poem; literary reception history
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