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On Composing Motive and Antetype and Spread of Bai Juyi’s

New Yue Fu: Reread Yu Yuan Jiu Shu
ZHANG Yu

( Chinese Poetry Research Institute Capital Normal University , Beijing 100089, China )

Abstract: All through the years, Yu Yuan Jiu Shu is regarded as an important literature for interpreting Bai Juyi’s
poetry. Nevertheless, due to the fact that few scholars have ever studied his New Yue Fu from the aspect of the
study of Yue Fu, few scholars have a deep insight on his words about the composing of the New Yue Fu. This
article, based on the further study of Yu Yuan Jiu Shu, reveals that Bai Juyi had an explicit statement about the
composing motive of his New Yue Fu. Writing poems for the imperial court for the sake of promoting the convention
of “expressing political viewpoints through verses” by the ancient people, his composition therefore is different from
other satirical ones. The antetype of Bai Juyi’s New Yue Fu is not Mao Shi as people used to refer to, but adopted
from Shang Shu Wu Zi Zhi Ge. New Yue Fu has spread afar since its birth, and most probably was adopted by the
musical institution from the imperial court.

Key words: Yu Yuan Jiu Shu; Wu Zi Zhi Ge; New Yue Fu; Bai Juyi
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