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The Formation and Development of the Seven-Style and its Features
GUO Jian-xun

( College of Chinese and Literature, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: About Seven, because of its integrality as an accomplished number, and its beautiful and propitious
connotative meaning, people used it to name the essay. Qi Fa, established the elementary structure of “Seven-
Style”, in which there was fictitious interrogation reply system, the texture that seven stories constituted an essay
and one more thing than six, and the exaggeratingly, elaborately descriptive means. After that, some disadvantages
appeared in the works of Seven-Style, such as strict imitation within formers’ rules, and mutual simulation of
precedents . However, some changes had appeared. The subject of Seven-Style had changed from visiting patients to
inviting hermits; the emotional inclination had changed from being cynical to complimentary; the structures were
more proportionate; and the language were more delicate and more mellifluous, and so on.

Key words: the number seven; Qi Fa; Seven-Style; formation and development; the features of the Seven-Style
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