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Analyzing the Meanings of “the Voice of Zhengshi”: a Reply to Mu Kehong

DING Fang
( Chinese Poetics Research Center, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: Mr. Mu Kehong has written an article in which he raised some questions about the textbook “The History
of Chinese Literature” published by Higher Education Press, especially about the part of the Wei, Jin, Southern
and Northern dynasties, of which I happen to be the author of the first and second chapters. After having carefully
read the article written by Mr. Mu Kehong, here I would like to offer some of my reflections. This paper puts
forward the fact that "the Voice of Zhengshi” can refer to the poetry created in the period of the reign of Zhengshi.
As a matter of fact, Xing Shao, a scholar of the Northern Qi Dynasty, Wang Zhen, a scholar of the early Sui
Dynasty, Li Shan, a scholar of the early Tang Dynasty, had all employed this terminology in their articles. When
Chen Zi’ ang wrote “the Voice of Zhengshi” in the preface for the Chapter Slim Bamboo written by Dongfang Qiu,
an emperor’ s retinue of noble lords, he really meant the poetry composed in the period of the reign of Zhengshi.
The omnipotent leader of the Jian’ an literary circle was definitely Cao Cao, while Cao Pi was only the core of the
Yexia litearary circle.
Key words: History of Chinese Literature; the Voice of Zhengshi; leading figures of the Jian’ an literary
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