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“The Differential Mode of Association” : Understanding of Traditional

Chinese Social Structure and the Behaviors of the Chinese People

MA Rong
( Department of Sociology , Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Based on his deeply observation of Chinese society, Professor Fei Xiaotong proposed the characteristics of
the structure of Chinese society as “a pattern” in his early book “Homebound China” and compared with the social
structure in the West. This theory has a strong influence in China as well as abroad. This article tried to compare
the value systems and behavior regulations between the Chinese society and westemn nations, discussed their different
cultural and religious traditions, and discussed how this “differential mode of association” still affects the behaviors
in China today. In order to become a modem civic nation and a society ruled by law, we should rethink and analyze
our cultural traditions. In this aspect, Professor Fei’s “differential mode of association” and relevant theory provides
an insightful clue.
Key words: traditional Chinese society; the differential mode of association; civic state
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