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Tension between the Tradition and Modernity :

Chen Duxiu’s Criticism on the Confucianism
Hu Jun

( Department of Philosophy , Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; Chen Duxiu was the main representative of those who criticized Confucianism with continuously
publishing articles to criticize restoration in the New Culture Movement. Firstly, this article makes clear that what
Chen Duxiu criticized was restoration activities under the name of Confucius, but not Confucius or Confucianism
itself. Secondly, this article clarifies the attitude and proposition of Chen Duxiu to Confucianism. On the one hand,
Chen Duxiu approved of the value of Confucianism. On the other hand, Chen Duxiu thought Confucianism didn’t fit
into the modern society any more. Finally, the criticism to Confucianism from Chen Duxiu expressed the reflection
of critique against traditional culture raised by New Culture Movement.
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