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An Earliest Literature Recording Three-Character Scripture

in the Middle Southern Song Period

Zhang Ru’ an
( School of Literature, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211 , China)

Abstract: The finding of a record about Three-Character Scripture in a book called Family Teaching renews the
early literature record of the former. Family Teaching was written by Gui who lived in the Southern Song dynasty in
CiXi County, Ningbo area. It was written in the JiaDing period of Southern Song dynasty, so Three-Character
Scripture must have been written between the ShaoXi period to the JiaDing period. The record in Family Teaching
makes the literature record of Three-Character Scripture go back to almost 400 years, which was from the middle
Ming dynasty to the middle Southern Song dynasty. It makes Wang Yinglin and Ou’ s theories to lose their ground,
and demonstrates that Ningbo was the area where Three-Character Scripture was first emerged. The Gui family in
Cixi county used the book as the teaching material for their children’s enlightenment .
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