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A New Study on the Uyyurs’ Conversion to Manichaeism

Wang Xiaofu
( Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: During the An-Shi Rebellion (755-763 AD), the Uyvyurs sent troops to help the Tang Dynasty to
suppress the rebellion, while some Jiuxingtiele tribes joined in the rebellion. This suggests that the
establishment of the Uyyur Khanate (744-840 AD) took three generations of Khans, but the Jiuxing tribes still
didn’ t completely surrender to the authority of the Uyyur Khanate. This paper demonstrates the results of the
southward expedition to Central China made by Khan Mou Yu, the third-generation Uyyur ruler. On the one
hand, the An-Shi Rebellion was suppressed, of which the rebels were believers in Mazdaism and got together
with the remnant forces of the Turkics. On the other hand, some senior monks of Manichaeism who played a
decisive role in the union of the tribes of the Uyyur Khanate were invited to the Northern Desert, which finally
swept away the obstacle to the unification of the tribes of the Uyyur Khanate. The perfect combination of Khan
Mou Yu with Manichaeism started a new historical stage for the union of the Uywyur tribes. As a result, Khan
Mou Yu himself was legendized as the ancestor of the Uyyur people.
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