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The Imperial Edicts Drafting by Jia Zhi and the Prose

Innovation Movement in the Tang Dynasty
Ju Yan

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; Jia Zhi was one of the pioneers of the Prose Innovation Movement in the Tang Dynasty. While he
was acting as Master of the Grand Secretariat, he innovated the imperial edict drafting in prose style and
advocated the restoration of the ancient style so as to achieve the purpose of the revival of Confucianism. This
innovation made an important impact on writing style at that time. Jia Zhi’ s edict-drafting innovation, which
was part of the Prose Innovation Movement in the Tang Dynasty, made a direct impact on Lu Zhi, Yuan Zhen,
Bai Juyi and others in edict-drafting.

Key words: Jia Zhi; Master of the Grand Secretariat; imperial edict drafting; Prose Innovation Movement
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