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The Values Judgment of Yuefu Allegorical Poems in the Mid-Tang
Dynasty and the Merits, Defects, Similarities and Dissimilarities

of the Poems by Yuan Zhen, Bai Juyi, Zhang Ji and Wang Jian

Shang Yongliang
( College of Liberal Arts, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract. In the Qing Dynasty, Yuefu allegorical poems represented by Bai Juyi gained great attention and
received high moral evaluation. Therefore, it showed that the theory on poetry in the Qing Dynasty was
returning to the orthodox and strengthening the consciousness of intervention in reality. As for the evaluation of
Yuan, Bai, Zhang and Wang, most critics agreed that Bai was better than Yuan, and Zhang beiter than
Wang. In comparison, Bai was superior to Yuan not only in artistic standards, but also in morality. It is true
that Wang’ s poems were not so delicate or elegant as Zhang’s. It was due to the prejudice of some shallow
and vulgar critics in the Qing Dynasty. Besides, the Qing critics had a deeper cognition for the characteristics
of Yuan and Bai. As regards the creative variability between Zhang with Wang, and Yuan with Bai, there is
still room for further exploration.

Key words: Yuefu allegorical poem; Yuan Zhen, Bai Juyi, Zhang Ji and Wang Jian; values judgment;

merits; defects; similarities and dissimilarities; acceptance in the Qing Dynasty
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