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The Enlightenment of Huang Zongxi’ s Waiting for the Dawn

on Sun Yat-sen’ s Thought of Democracy

Fang Zuyou
( Research Institute of Korean Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: In 1897, Sun Yat-sen presented his Japanese friend a booklet entitled Search for the Original
Meaning of the Monarch and his Ministers ( yuanjun yuanchen) which was part of Waiting for the Dawn( mingyi
daifanglu) written by Huang Zongxi. In the preface of the booklet published under the pen name of Jiyou
Gongzi, Sun Yat-sen pointed out that the monarch and the ministers established by the people must “serve the
people”. As Huang Zongxi’ s “great foresight beyond history” could enlighten the people of later generations,
Sun Yat-sen thought Huang’ s view played an important enlightening role in the formation of his thought of
democracy. Huang considered the relationship between the people and the monarch as one between the host
and his guest. Sun Yat-sen developed this view and held that it was a relationship between the master and his
servants. Then he once and again stressed that government officials were all servants of the people, which
constituted an important part of his thought about the principle of democracy. Huang had his Waiting for the
Dawn finished before the appearance of the works written by the modern democratic enlightenment thinkers in
the West. This showed that the thought of democracy was not imported from abroad. Huang’s views can be
used as a reference in the current reform of political system in China.
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