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Rectification of the Names and Restoration of the Reality:
Understanding of the Sansheng System by the People
of the Song Dynasty from the Perspective of the
Institutional Reform in the Yuanfeng Period

Liu Houbin

( School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; One of the main goals of the Institutional Reform in the Yuanfeng Period during the Song Dynasty
was to restore the Sansheng (the Three Central Administrative Institutions) System of the Early-Tang Dynasty.
But in fact, the Sansheng System was not and could not be restored, even though the name of Sansheng,
including Shangshusheng (the Council of State Affairs), Menxiasheng (the Chancellery) and Zhongshusheng
(the Imperial Secretariat) was rectified. The expectation to restore the Sansheng System in the operation of the
central administrative affairs was based on the understanding and reflection of the emperors and high officials of
the Song Dynasty about the administrative system of the Tang Dynasty. But during the Song Dynasty, decision-
making and administration systems changed enormously, especially the making and delivering of imperial
edicts were divided into two processes. So the Sansheng System of the Early-Tang Dynasty could only be an
expected model and framework during the Institutional Reform in the Yuanfeng Period.

Key words: Institutional Reform in the Yuanfeng Period, Sansheng System, rectification of the names,

restoration of the reality
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