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On the Poems about Mawei Mutiny in the Tang Dynasty and Later Periods

——A Discussion on the Cultural Phenomenon of Yang Yuhuan
Wang Yanping
(School of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract ; Mawei Mutiny with its concerning political situation and the fate of Li Longji and Yang Yuhuan had
such a profound influence that the poets in the Tang Dynasty and later periods wrote a lot of poems about this
event. Some of them focused on the rise and fall of the country, expressing the poets’ sadness and giving their
advice, while others showed concern for the tragic love between Li Longji and Yang Yuhuan, expressing the
poets’ sorrow and regret. Du Fu and Zheng Tian’ s poems about Mawei Mutiny were the best ones in revealing
its political significance. Bai Juyi’s poem Everlasting Regret could be rated as the top one in writing the Li-
Yang love tragedy laden with grief and melancholy. Bai Juyi’ s poem was so moving that it was widespread.
The poem’s influence was so great that it was well read for over a thousand years without a break. That is a
wonder in the history of culture, forming the cultural phenomenon of Yang Yuhuan. Among the poems about
Mawei Mutiny, there were both good and commonplace ones. However, from the excellent pieces, we can
observe the people’s state of mind and the ways of the world.

Key words:Mawei( 5 3 ) Mutiny, poem about Mawei Mutiny, cultural phenomenon of Yang Yuhuan
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