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An Aesthetic Interpretation of Xie Zhen’ s Poetic Discourse
Zhang Jing
( School of Art, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: The work on poetry entitled Four-Seas Poetic Discourse( P4 {E 1 ) written by Xie Zhen, a poetic
critic in the Ming Dynasty, is of great significance to the construction of contemporary aesthetic theory due to
its rich connotations and aesthetic interpretations. In his poetic discourse, Xie Zhen first paid attention to
stimulation by association and stressed the importance of association in poem-writing. He regarded association
as not only the cause of creative impulse, but also the prerequisite of poetic sublimation. When talking about
poetic association, he attached great importance to its accidentality, and he further creatively elaborated on the
relationship between subject and object, revealing the function of the aesthetic subject in poetic construction.
He discussed the cultivation and individual character of the aesthetic subject in an all-round way. He held that
a perfect poem reaching sublimation should depend on the poet’ s aesthetic configuration rather than eliciting
the function of the external objects. Xie Zhen also elaborated on the connotation of the ingenious prehension
and regarded it as the key to the cultivation of a poet’ s aesthetic subjectivity. In addition, he paid special
attention to the poem’ s integral aesthetic realm embodying inherent vitality and dynamic spirit, which was the
fairyland resulting from the poet’s prehension.

Key words: Four-Seas Poetic Discourse ( JUJE 7715 ) , stimulation by association (&%), aesthetic subject,

prehension( {5 ) , integral aesthetic realm
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