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Review Period and Paper Quality .
Evidences from SSCI Journals in Economics

Chen Chen, Tian Suhua

(School of Economics, Fudan University)

Abstract; This paper divides the quality of papers into two parts, namely, formal quality that re-
flects generality and robustness, and substantive quality that reflects the importance and contribu-
tion of the main ideas. Based on the data of papers published in Elsevier’s SSCI journal of Eco-
nomics from 1997 to 2019, this paper analyzes the impact of the review period on paper quality.
Longer review period improves the formal quality of papers, but reduces the substantive quality,
which can be supported by endogeneity tests and robustness tests. The best review period is about
six months to one year, which can maximize the formal quality without significantly reducing the
substantive quality. This paper contributes to understanding the supporting role of academic jour-
nal editors and reviewers in knowledge production, and gives implication for improving the effi-
ciency of academic review.
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