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A Discussion on the Hermeneutics of “Examining into Antiquity” ,
the Initial Sentence from The book of Emperor Yao
Zhu Ying

( Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The first article from Book of Document ({ % 43)) is entitled The Book of Emperor Yao ({58
H1Y ), which begins with the sentence “Examining into antiquity”. There were two ways of interpretation for
this sentence in academic history. The scholars of the Han Dynasty considered Emperor Yao (587 ) as the
examiner, while some scholars of the Song Dynasty believed that the examiner must be the historiographer.
The latter interpretation gradually became a well-accepted mainstream idea and almost replaced the former
interpretation in the Qing Dynasty. The original understanding of “examining into antiquity” by the Han
scholars implied the relationship between human morality and divine order, and furthermore, it indicated the
origin of the classical tradition by which an emperor was selected. The new idea of “examining into antiquity
by the historiographer” was entirely different from the old idea syntactically and semantically, which reflects
how the ancient scholars shifted their consciousness of problems.

Key words: hermeneutics, examining into antiquity, divine order
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