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A Hundred Schools of Thought Contend .
Malthusian Theory of Population in China

CHEN Gong,ZHANG Wu-fan

(Institute of Population Research ,Peking University , Betjing 100871 , China)

Abstract ; Since 1798 in which ‘ An Essay on the Principle of Population’ was published, Mal-
thus and his theory of population has been an important milestone in the history of demography.
Malthus and his theory of population was first introduced to China in 1880 and have left a deep
impact in Chinese academic circles. The evaluation of Malthus and his theory of population in
China mainly goes through three stages. First, it received a mixed assessment through late Qing
Dynasty and the Republic of China era. Second, it was heavily criticized during the first 30 years
of new China. Third, it was viewed objectively and dialectically since 1980s. Summarizing the
spread and evolution of Malthusian theory of population helps us understand and deal with is-
sues about population as well as development more scientifically.
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